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Abstract. My research explores dialogues between performance
and science to consider how concepts such as embodied cognition,
theory of mind and kinesthetic empathy are changing our under-
standing of performance processes, practices and reception. My work
also explores the potential of performance to impact upon science
through an applied theatre project which is transforming approaches
to and understanding of the experience and behaviours of people with
autism. This is leading to the development of new epistemologies for
exploring and conceptualizing imagination, emotion and memory in
conditions involving atypical neurocognitive make up.

My paper makes reference to Imagining Autism an interdisci-
plinary project using contemporary theatre techniques, puppetry and
interactive media as a means of facilitating communication, social
interaction, empathy and imagination for autistic children. The prac-
tices developed are predicated on the principles of embodied cogni-
tion and this has also influenced our distinctive approach to training.
My paper will demonstrate these approaches, exploring how partic-
ipatory performance is a means to generate new understandings of
autism and related conditions as relational processes rather than di-
agnostic fixities as well as offering insights into the experience of
perceiving differently.
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